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PREFACE.

I nap intended to defer the composition of this Oratorio to a later period, the vastness
of the subject appearing to demand the fullest maturity of the mental powers; but my
lamented friend, Mr. Wirtiam Sancrorr Hormes, having expressed (shortly before his death)
an earnest desire that the work should be commenced without delay, I resolved to attempt
it ; the discerning and intellectual public, to whom I now confide it, will judge how far
I have been enabled to succeed.

I think it will be allowed that the selection from Scripture, which I have here
endeavoured to set to music, is one of extraordinary beauty and unusual scope ; I would
also remark that in this compilation a more regular dramatic action will be found than in
any other of the strictly-sacred Oratorios extant,*—this being effected by the interesting
collocation of the different passages, without the aid of dramatis persone.

I must confess that I consider all attempts to construct an Oratorio upon the basis of a
modern poem as more or less futile, and, moreover, as an approximation to the secular
character of the Opera, from which the Oratorio should be separated by a broad line of
demarcation.

The words of the Quintett, *“ Blessed are the dead,” were superadded to the original
scheme of the text, in especial memory of my dear departed friend, who died at Berne, in

the autumn of 1849.

HENRY HUGH PIERSON.
London, September, 1852.

* An Oratorio is distinguished by the term saered when the words are derived entirely from Scripture.
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“ Ferusalem:”

A SACRED ORATORIO,

COMPOSED BY

HENRY HUGH PIERSON.

The Argument.

PART 1.

Introduction, or Prologue.—~Christ foretells the Destruction of Jeru-
salem ; the Crucifixion. Prophecy of Moses concerning the Invasion
and Conquest of Judea by the Romans.

Prophetic warnings and denunciations, chiefly from Isaiah and J eremiah.

The Fall of Jerusalem depicted.
PART IIL

The Destruction lamented.—The Restoration promised.

PART III

Prophecies concerning the recall of the Jews from all the countries
where they are now living in a state of exile. The great battle of Arma-
geddon (in the “ Valley of Decision "), which will end in the total defeat
of the armies attacking Jerusalem,

The new Jerusalem : the Last Judgment: the Salvation of the
Righteous.—Doxology.

Part 1.
OVERTURE.

INTRODUCTION.

ARIOSO.—(TEenor.)

And Jesus said : Daughters of Jerusalem, weep not for me; but
weep for yourselves, and for your children !

O Jerusalem ! If thou hadst known, at least in this thy day, the
things which belong unto thy peace! but now they are hid from
thine eyes.

And when they were come to the place which is called Calvary,
there they crucified Him.

Then said Jesus: Father, forgive them, for they know not what
they do. Luke xxiii. 28; xix. 42; xxiii. 33, 34.

CHORUS.—RECIT.

And Moses spake unto all Israel, on this side Jordan, in the

wilderness. Deut, i. 1.
ARIA.—(Bass.)

The Lord shall bring a nation against thee from far, from the
ends of the earth, as swift as the eagle flieth: a nation whose
tongue thou shalt not understand ; a nation of fierce countenance,
which shall not regard the person of the old, nor shew favour to
the young. And he shall besiege thee in all thy gates, until thy
high and fenced walls come down. And thy life shall hang in
doubt before thee, and thou shalt fear day and night.

Deut. xxviii. 49, 50, 52, 56.

End of the Introduction,

THE FALL OF JERUSALEM.

RECIT. ARIOSO.—(Bass.)

Run ye to and fro through the streets of Jerusalem; and see
now and know, and seck in the broad places thereof, if ye can find
a man, if there be any that executeth judgment, and seeketh the
truth ; and I will pardon it. For though they say, the Lord liveth,
surely they swear falsely. They are corrupt, they are all gone out

of the way, there is none that doeth good, no, not one !
Jer. v. 1, 2: Psalm xiv. 2, 4.

CHORUS.

How shall I pardon thee for this, O Jerusalem? Thy children
have forsaken me, and sworn by them that are no Gods.

Hear, O Earth! Behold, I will bring evil upon this people, the
fruit of their lips, because they have not hearkened unto my words,
nor to my law, but rejected it. Jer. v. 7; vi. 19,

TERZETTO.—(Two Sopraxos & Avrto.)

Cry aloud, spare not, lift up thy voice like a trumpet, and show
my people their transgressions, and the house of Jacob their sins.
Rend your hearts, and not your garments, and turn unto the Lord

your God ; for he is gracious and merciful.
Isaiah lviii. 1: Joel ii. 145.

CHORUS.

The Lord saith ; because they have forsaken my law, and have
not obeyed my voice, therefore thus saith the Lord of Hosts, the
God of Isracl; Behold I will feed them with wormwood, and give
them water of gall to drink. I will scatter them also among the

heathen, and they shall know that I am the Lord !
Jer. ix. 13, 15, 16; Ezekiel vi. 10,

AIR.—(SopPrANO.)

Of the Rock that begat thee thou art unmindful ; and hast
forgotten God that formed thee. Deut. xxxii. 18.

ARIA.—(Bass.)

Woe to Ariel! the city where David dwelt! Thou shalt be
brought down, and thy speech shall whisper out of the dust.
Thou shalt be visited of the Lord of Hosts with thunder, and with
earthquake, and great noise; with storm and tempest, and the
flame of devouring fire. |

The king shall mourn, and the prince shall be clothed with
desolation ; and the slain shall fall in the midst of you.

Be thou instructed, O Jerusalem ! lest my soul depart from thee ;

lest T make thee desolate.
Isaiah xxix. 1, 4, 6: Ezekiel vii. 27 vi. 7; Jer. vi. 8.



SYMPHONY —(Representing the March of the
Roman Army against Jerusalem.)

AIR axp CHORUS.

Blow the trumpet in Zion; and sound an alarm in my holy
mountain : for the day of the Lord cometh.

. SOLO.—(TEexor.)

A sound of battle is in the land ; a sound of battle, and of great
destruction, - Prepare ye war against her: arise, and let us go up
at noon :

Woe unto us! for the day goeth away; the shadows of the

evening are stretched out. Joel ii. 13 Jer. 1. 22 vi. 4,

CHORUS.
Arise, and let us go by night : let us destroy her palaces !
Jer. vi, b.
SOLO—(Texor)—axp CHORUS.
For thus hath the Lord of Hosts said : Hew ye down trees, and
cast a mount against Jerusalem. This is the city to be visited.
Jer. vi. 6.

TERZETTO.—(Two SopraNos AND TENoR.)

Enter into the rock, and hide thee in the dust, for fear of the
Lord, and for the glory of his majesty; the lofty looks of man
shall be humbled and the haughtiness of men shall be bowed down,
and the Lord alone shall be exalted in that day. For the day of
the Lord of Hosts shall be upon every one that is proud and lofty
and on ev'ry one that is lifted up, and he shall be brought low.

Isaiah ii. 10, 11, 12.
ARIA.—(Bass.)

Shall I not visit for these things ? saith the Lord : and shall not
my soul be avenged on such a nation as this ? They have belied the
Lord and said, it is not He ! I swear by myself, saith the Lord, that

this house shall be made a desolation ! Jer. v. 9; xxii. 5.

CHORUS.
O Lord, according to thy righteousness we beseech thee, let thine
anger and thy fury be turned away from thy city Jerusalem, thy

holy mountain. O Lord, hear, O Lord, forgive.
Daniel ix. 16, 19,

AIR.—(AvrTo.)

Go not forth into the field, nor walk by the way, for the sword of
the enemy and fear is on ev'ry side. O thou that dwellest in the
land, the time is come, the day of trouble is near, behold it is come.

Jer, vi. 25 ; Ezekiel vii. 7, 6.
CHORUS.

Go ye up upon her walls and destroy, but make not a full end.
Take away her battlements, for they are not the Lord’s. Vengeance

is mine, I will repay, saith the Lord. Jer. viii. 10; Rom. xii. 19.

Part #E.

(The Destruction lamented.—The Restoration promised.)

ARIOSO.—(Bass.)
The Lord hath accomplished his fury : He hath poured out his
fierce anger, and kindled a fire in Zion ; and it hath devoured the

foundations thereof, Lamentations iv, 2.

SOLO—(Avrto)—axp CHORUS.
A voice of wailing is heard out of Zion, How are we spoiled !
we are greatly confounded ; for Death has entered into our palaces.
Jer, ix, 19, 21.
SEMI-CHORUS.
The joy of our heart is ceased : our dance is turned into mourn-

ing : the crown is fallen from our head. Woe unto us that we

have sinned. Lam. v. 15, 16,

RECIT.
For this our heart is faint ; for these things our eyes are dim.

CHORUS.
Because of the mountain of Zion which is desolate, for the sins
of her prophets, and the iniquities of her p:lieata, that have shed the
blood of the just in the midst of her. Lam. v. 17,18; iv. 13.

ARIA.—(Tenor.)

O that my head were waters, and mine eyes a fountain of tears ;
that I might weep day and night for the slain of the daughter of
my people.

Jer, ix. 1.

RECIT. ARIOSO.—(Avro.)
The ways of Zion do mourn, because none come to the solemn
feasts : all her gates are desolate, her priests sigh, her virgins are
afflicted, and she is in bitterness. Lam. i. 4.

CHORUS.

O God, the heathen are come into thine inheritance ; thy holy
temple have they defiled, they have laid Jerusalem on heaps.
How long, O Lord, wilt thou be angry ? for ever? Shall thy
Jealousy burn like fire? Pour out thy wrath upon the Heathen
that have not known thee; and upon the kingdoms that have not
called upon thy Name. Help us, O God of our salvation, for the
glory of thy Name ; deliver us, and purge away our sins ; for thy

Name's sake. Psalm lxxix. 1, 5, 6, 9.

ARIOSO.—(Sopraxo.)
O Israel, thou hast destroyed thyself; but in Me is thy help !

Hosea xiii. 9.

CHORUS.

Thus saith the Lord God: Behold, O my people! I will open
your graves, and cause you to come up out of your graves; and
bring you into the land of Israel! Break forth into joy, sing
together, ye waste places of Jerusalem ! for the Lord hath comforted

his people : he hath redeemed Jerusalem,
Ezek. xxxvii, 12; Isaiah lii. 9,

ARIA.—(TexoR.)

For a small moment have I forsaken thee; but with great
mercies will I gather thee., O thou afflicted, tossed with tempest,
and not comforted, behold, T will lay thy stones with fair colors,
and thy foundations with sapphires, Isaiah liv. 7, 11,

RECIT axp AIR.—(Bass.)

Hear the word of the Lord, O ye nations, and declare it in the
isles afar off, and say: He that scattered Israel will gather him,
and keep him as a shepherd doth his flock. For the Lord hath
redeemed Jacob ; therefore shall they come and sing in the height

of Zion, and shall flow together to the presence of the Lord.
Jer. xxxi, 10, 11, 12,

AIR axp CHORUS.
Then shall the virgin rejoice in the dance : both young men and
old together: for I will turn their mourning into joy, and I will

comfort them. Jer, xxxi. 13,

DUETTINO.

The sons of strangers shall build up thy walls, and their kings
shall minister unto thee. For in my wrath I smote thee; but in
wy favour have I had mercy on thee. Great shall be the peace of
thy children ; they shall prosper that love thee,

Isaiah Ix, 10 liv. 13; Psalm cxxii. 6,

CHORUS.
The cternal God is thy refuge ; and underneath are the ever-
lasting arms. Happy art thou, O Israel; who is like unto thee,
O people saved by the Lord, the shield of thy help, and the sword

of thine excellency ! Deut. xxxiii. 27, 20, .
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Parct FEFE.

The Battle of Armageddon.—The last Destinies of Jerusalem.,
—The Heavenly Jerusalem.

RECIT.—(Texor.)
Watchman, what of the night ?
ARIOSO.—(Bass.)
The watchman said : The morning cometh, and also the night.
If ye will enquire, enquire ye, return, come. Traiah xxi. 11, 12,

ARIA.—(Sopraxo.)
Ho, ho! come forth, and flee from the land of the north, saith
the Lord : for I have spread you abroad as the four winds of the
heaven, saith the Lord. Zech. ii 6.

AIR—(Sopraxo)—axp CHORUS.

Proclaim ye this among the Gentiles. Prepare war, wake up the
mighty men. Let all the men of war draw near; let them come
up : beat your plough-shares into swords, and your pruning-hooks
into spears : for the harvest is ripe. Come, get you down, for the
press is full, the vats overflow; their wickedness is great: multi-
tudes in the valley of decision ; for the day of the Lord is near in
the valley of decision. The sun and the moon shall be darkened,
and the stars shall withdraw their shining : the Lord also shall roar
out of Zion, and utter his voice from Jerusalem.

Then shall the Lord go forth, and fight against those nations, as
when he fought in the day of battle. Joel iii, 9, 10, 13—16.

RECIT—(SoPraNo).
And his feet shall stand in that day upon the Mount of Olives.

AIR—(AvLro).
Then shall ye know that I am the Lord your God, dwelling in
Zion, my holy mountain. Then shall Jerusalem be holy, and there

shall no strangers pass through her any more.
Zech. xiv. 4; Joel iii. 17.

CHORUS.
Fear not, O land ; be glad and rejoice ; for the Lord will do
great things. Joel ii. 21.
ARIOSO.—(Bass.)

I look'd, and behold a door was open’d in Heav'n. And the
first voice that I heard, was, at it were, a trumpet talking with me,
which said : “Come up hither, and I will shew thee things that
must be hereafter ! Rev. iv. 1.

RECIT. ARIOSO.—(SopPraxo.)

And T heard as it were the voice of a great multitude, and as
the voice of many waters, and as the voice of mighty thunderings,
saying :

CHORUS.

Alleluia, for the Lord God omnipotent reigneth. Let us be
glad, and rejoice, and give honour to HIM ; for the marriage of
the Lamb is come. Rev. xix. 6, 7.

RECIT—(Texor), AIR—(Sorrano), axp CHORUS.

What are these that are arrayed in white robes? Whence came
they ? These are they which came out of great tribulation, and
have washed their robes, and made them white in the blood of the
Lamb. Therefore are they before the throne of God, and serve
him day and night in his temple.

And he that sitteth on the throne shall dwell among them. And

God shall wipe away all tears from their eyes.
Rev. vii. 13, 14, 15, 17.

ARIA.—(Bass.)
And I saw a great white throne, and Him that sat on it : from
whose face the earth and the heav'n fled away, and there was found

no place for them.
And I saw the dead, small and great, stand before God. And

the books were opened ; and another book was opened, which is
the book of Life : and the dead were judged out of those things
that were written in the book, according to their works. And the
sea gave up the dead which were in it: and death and hell
delivered up the dead which were in them ; and they were judged
every man, according to their works. And death and hell were
cast into the lake of fire : this is the second death.

Rev. xx. 11—14,
CHORUS.

“ Lo, he comes with clouds descending,

Once for favour'd sinners slain :
Thousand thousand saints attending
Swell the triumph of his train :

Hallelujah !
Jesus comes, and comes to reign."”

SOLO.—(Sorraxo.)

* Ev'ry eye shall now behold Him

Rob'd in dreadful Majesty ;
They who set at nought, and sold Him,
Pierc'd, and nail'd him to the tree,
Deeply wailing
Shall the true Messiah see,

CHORUS.
See Redemption, long expected,
Now in solemn pomp appear ;
All his saints, by man rejected,
Rise to meet him in the air.
Hallelujah !
See the day of God appear.

QUINTETTO.
I heard a voice from Heaven, saying : Write ; Blessed are the
dead that die in the Lord ; even so, saith the Spirit, for they rest

from their labours, and their works do follow them. Rev. xiv. 13.
Also, Burial Service in the Book of Common Prayer,

CHORUS.

Holy, holy, holy Lord God Almighty, who was, and is, and is to

come. Rev. iv. 8.
RECIT asp AIR.—(Texor.)

And I saw a new heaven, and a new earth ; for the first heaven
and the first earth were passed away ; and there was no more sea :
and I, John, saw the holy city, new Jerusalem, coming down from
God out of heaven, prepared as a bride adorned for her husband :
and I saw no temple therein ; for the Lord God Almighty and the
Lamb are the temple thereof.

He that overcometh shall inherit all things; and I will be his
God, and he shall be my son.

CHORUS.

Be thou faithful unto death, and I will give thee a crown of life.
Rev.xxi. 1,2, 22: v. 7: ii. 10,

RECIT axp AIR.—(Tgxor.)

And behold, I come quickly : and my reward is with me, to give
to every man according as his work shall be.

(ArTo.)
Even so come, Lord Jesus !

SOLO.—(SoprraNo.)

Now unto the King eternal, immortal, invisible, the only wise
God, be honor and glory for ever and ever. Amen.

Rev. xxii. 12, 20; 1 Tim. i. 17.
CHORUS.

Praise, and extol, and honour the King of Heaven ; all whose
works are truth, and his ways judgment. And those that walk in
pride he is able to abase. For he is the living God, and stedfast
for ever: and his kingdom shall not be destroyed. The Lord
shall be King over all the earth. Dan. iv. 87 ; vi. 26 ; Zech. xiv. 9.
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